
Week 1 Blog: Pencils

Thursday's class was a great example of one of those moments in my life where something so
simple and small that I literally use every single day in my life now has such a different
perspective and appreciation in my life now. Since I was a boy in elementary school I have used
a pencil and until this day I still use a pencil whether its for writing notes, sketching a design, or
breaking one out of frustration but never in my life would I have ever gained this much
appreciation and recognition for a pencil but now I do all because I now know what kind of
process is gone through to make a pencil. The most interesting thing about all of Thursday's
lecture was really being able to visually see with my own eyes what is needed and what is done
in order to mass produce pencils all the way form step one of getting a piece of wood from the
forest, to getting machinery to mass cut the pencil and then of course the final step of using it.
But it also makes you think just about how good our environment is, but it also helps you
consider the fact how many jobs are created and needed in order to make a pencil.

The process of creating a pencil is all started off with obtaining the correct type of wood, a
wood that is not hard enough so that you are able to sharpen it but also that it is a bit strong
enough so when one is writing with it the hand pressure will not break the pencil easily. The



wood that is typically used for pencil manufacturing is cedar wood, this wood must be logged
and chopped down. They are then cut and sent in slats usually ranging in dimensions of about 7
by 2 ½ inches. Now that the slats are available they are then put into a large cutting wheel one
by one which carves grooves that will create an indent in the middle and this is where the lead
will be held. Once the grooves are created, the machines then insert glue into the indents in the
middle. This glue is also a bit special because it also acts as a comforter to not allow the led to
break inside the wood. The led that is usually is typically baked at temperature od 1500 degrees
Fahrenheit and is made of graphite and some clay. Then there is another machine in a wheel
shape that lays the led down according to the space that matches where the slats of wood are
in with their indentations. Another piece of wood that is identically indented as the original wood
is then slapped on top of the wood holding the led to make a sort of sandwich with the led in the
middle. It's kept like this for one hour with the glue so it can dry. Once that is done the final step
is shaving the wood into pencil shape in a hexagonal shape, the pencils the separate from the
wood and is sent to a lacquering head that coats the pencil in a yellow color and has a piece of
metal squeezed at the end with a easier at the top.



The pencil is finally finished being produced and created, what had started from a simple
piece of wood being chopped down in a forest has now been mass produced to hundreds of



pencils that are now sold for a profit by big corporations. According to WorldAtlas.com, 82,000
trees are cut down every single year to make an estimate of 14 billion wood pencils. With these
types of numbers being displayed most people would ask the obvious question, “how does this
affect our environment or does it at all?” The reality is the pencil itself does not really harm our
planet solely, it's more about the process that has a harm on our planet earth. According to
storymaps.arcgis.com, it's the fact that trees are first and foremost being cut down, the factories
producing pencils are creating pollution along with the trucks and machinery. It also makes us
release heavy metals that may have toxins and can harm humans and the environment. We
must also consider the life span of a pencil, pencils lifespan obviously aren't very long but if not
completely finished, it is thrown away to landfills where the problem is graphite taking 100-200
years to decompose and the rubber erasers talking about 60 years to decompose. The pencil
industry is still very much alive and until a bigger innovation other than mechanical pencils is
made, then the wood pencil industry is here to stay but it was a great experience to be able to
learn about the process and understand how much really goes into a pencil and its creation. But
with labor and work comes jobs and as mentioned earlier, building an industry for pencil
manufacturing creates work and jobs for people to work on these machines and help the pencil
making process. According to a report written by CNN in 2016 by Kieron Monks, he states that
the minister of science and technology in west africa said that the private sector will do
production in pencil manufacturing and it will create a minimum of 400,000 jobs. It is quite crazy
how much a simple pencil makes a ripple in economics and environmental health.
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WEEK 2 BREAD HISTORY AND PROCESS
This week's class really brought a new perspective into my life about a certain food that

is very common in my everyday diet. It also helped me realize how many different types of
versions of it there are along with the endless types of methods and ingredients you can use to
make it. This week's discussion about bread and really diving deep into not only the history of it
but the process of how it is made really made me appreciate it and value it much more than I
ever have in my entire life. It is quite interesting when you see how many different methods can
be used to make bread and how everyone has their own techniques and recipes when it comes
to its creation. Bread has been around for centuries and according to an article in the BBC
written by Helen Bridges, the oldest evidence of bread's existence was from a 14,000 year old
dig site with a piece that can be evidence for bread a bit over 5,000 years ago. There was also
evidence of bread history in Turkey that is 9,000 years old.



In one of the videos that we were shown during class we were taught about a process called
fermentation, which is described as an amazing but also mysterious process of making food.
This is because it does not require any heat at all, instead this is made through the action of
bacteria and fungi. Microbes perform all the transformations that we typically would rely on heat
to cook our food, most people don't realize or aren't taught about how much food we actually
have that is created this way and not heated or cooked at all. Foods and drinks such as
ketchup, hot sauce. Kombucha, beer, salami chocolate and cold cuts are some of the most
popular ones to name, so popular that it takes up a 3rd of our diet. In class one of the videos we



viewed in class demonstrated to us how we could actually do this process while making bread.
The steps were to get flour, water, honey, and saliva! This video then goes on to show the
person mixing their saliva with honey, then to chew it for 2 minutes and spit it back in the bowl.
Then you add water to the bowl and add flour and begin to mix it. You want to do this until you
can see that it is no longer sticky. You then shape it as bread and begin to bake it until it is a
nice tone of brown. This is just one of the many ways of how amazing it is of how many
methods there are when it comes to creating bread, something that has been in our world
forever and in our lives forever.

From what I've seen from the final outcomes of this process of bread making and from store
bought bread I own in my fridge is a big difference. The bread in the video for the process of
bread making with saliva, the bread is much harder and reminds me almost of a burnt pretzel
texture or churro. It looks much harder and the edges are much less soft. But with the bread that
I own in my fridge the color is much more bright and white and up close you can see how soft
the bread is compared to the saliva made one. You can also zoom in and look closely to see just
how many little small holes there are in the bread almost as it was mixed and bunched up in the
process we used for the other bread! Unlike the other bread where we see it is very hard and
only dark brown from the outside. It is actually quite amazing how beautiful bread is looked at
now from my point of view after seeing its process of creation and learning about how rich its
history is in our world. Below are the photos of the piece of bread I had examined and used as
the difference from the bread made in the saliva process.
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Week 3 Blog

Class this week was quite amazing from all the diverse topics we had discussed, learned,
and really dove into. It was very refreshing to be able to learn new information that could
potentially be an everyday normal thing in the future of science. One of the most important
topics I believed that we have discussed this week was about microbiomes. Microbiomes have
a major role in our health and well being, according to the Harvard School of public health,
microbiomes are trillions of microorganisms of thousands of different species which include
things ranging from viruses, fungi or even parasites.

We then watched a video clip discussing our human gut microbiome, and just how it works and
how beneficial it is when it comes to our immune system self healing itself whenever we may be
sick with a virus. The video even goes on to talk about the importance of how amazing
antibiotics are for us if we are ever referred to them by a medical professional. But of course this
may not have the same outcomes as everyone else and may not heal everyone, which is
another amazing topic we had also learned about on what to do if antibiotics do not work for one
and what alternative options one may have. It is called a fecal transplant, and it is literally what
you may think it is. It is a pill of healthy feces that is swallowed or is a slurry that is put up one's
anus. You take the feces of a healthy donor and put it in a person who is ill to help them recover.
These are almost 90% effective, but the thing is that we don't exactly know what specific
bacteria is working and helping heal which if professionals did know it would allow us to transfer
just those sole bacterias.

From this discussion about the human body we made a shift into the topic of water and the
body of water on our planet, and we open up with the fact that we have learned that the human
body has 10 times as many microbial cells in and on it at any moment than it does human cells.



If we were to gather and weigh all the living things in our planet's ocean 90% of that weight
would be microbes. In the ocean, according to a great article by the Smithsonian Ocean Find
Your Blue, a barrell sponge in the ocean is an amazing organism and home for microbes, these
sponges form symbiotic relationships and very complex areas of many different type of
microorganisms. The amazing thing about this is the fact that these microbes perform jobs that
the sponge on its own is not able to do such as absorbing nutrients creating defense chemicals.
The ocean that is on our earth is truly amazing and the beauty behind it is what is even more
interesting. The shapes, forms, and scale of all of this underwater life is something that I now
appreciate even more especially knowing how much science literally underlies it. This sponge is
a perfect example of the oceans organic life and how mesmerizing the colors, size and texture
of it all is.



We have truly been lucky enough to look into all of this and learn about all of these microbes
and especially the life that lives in it. Especially animals that also live in the water such as an



animal that we discussed during class, jellyfish. To think that some of these jelly fish are literally
immortal is just something that fascinates me ever since the day I saw the video for the first time
in class. The way that the jellyfish were displayed with sounds of the ocean, in colored LED
tanks and a DJ in the back of a dark room was quite an amazing way to display the beauty
behind all of these microbiomes and microorganisms that take up most of our planet earth. This
amazing animal still has so many mysteries that we are studying until this day such as how they
even communicate with one another? That is literally unknown until this day.
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Week 4 Blog
During this week's lecture we were fortunate enough to listen to a ted talk and learn

information about plastics and the damage we are doing to our world. Now some may ask how
this is fortunate information when you are finding about how you are literally affecting your
species existence and how you are hurting your earth? In my eyes this is a realization that is
long overdue and no matter how much we may promote or educate one another some people
still will remain not doing their part or not care at all. During the ted talk we watched the speaker
make a great quote. She had said, ”By trying to preserve our dead bodies, we deny death,
poison the living and further harm our environment.” This stood out to me because strangely for
some reason, I knew exactly what she was talking about, we preserve our literal dead bodies
knowing that we expose toxins the the air that will harm and poison living things around us and
we do all this just to try and deny or cheat death even though it had happen? This topic had me
not only thinking about death but mainly the way we take care and treat our planet and the life
surrounding it.

Professor had asked us during our lecture to try and look around us and see how much we
surround ourselves with plastic and when I had looked around for just 15 seconds I started to
realize how much of my daily life is surrounded and dependent on plastic. This was a huge
realization I had been slapped in the face with because even though I try to do my part with
things such as recycling or using canteens for water I still use plastic daily even though I know
how harmful that is to our world and human species. One of the videos during lecture had
taught me that for centuries billiard balls had been made out of ivory from elephant tusks but
when excessive hunting had put elephants in an endangered population size billiard ball
companies had looked to other methods of production. In 1963 an American named John
Wesley Hyatt had invented a new material called celluloid made from cellulose that is made
from wood. Unfortunately the wood wasn't strong and heavy enough to be used as a billiard ball
but he had realized how easy this new material was to color and shape, this was the beginning
of plastic. Plastic could now be described as any material made of polymers, large molecules
repeating of the same sub unit. This failure in finding a true replacement for billiard balls had



paved the way for the birth of plastic and little did they know the harm they have created for our
planet earth.

What had been invented then and celebrated later on developed even more beyond anyone's
mind in the simple reasoning for money. Once this type of plastic had been discovered
companies wanted to find ways of how to make more plastic, faster, cheaper and better fit to
their needs. This led to the creation and development of plastics such as Bakelite, polystyrene,
vinyl, acrylic, and nylon. Which in the eyes of these corporations was amazing, we know the
battle we have in trying to prevent these plastics from harming the future of our earth and
species. With these different types of plastics we are now exposed to in our everyday lives the
question comes to which is the most harmful and which are the most commonly used ones. The
reality is we use plastic in our everyday lives but just like anything else, too much of anything is
bad for you so we must tackle this from a point of view of where we can do better and limit our
plastic use instead of being unrealistic trying to exterminate it. The most commonly used plastic
in our everyday lives according to plasticoceans.org is PET. (Polyethylene terephthalate) This
plastic is constantly used in plastics since it is transparent and lightweight and is made for
plastic water bottles, jars, food boxes, clothing and much more.



Basically all packaging for soft drinks, water, containers and food is using PET and since it is
the most used type of plastic it can fortunately be recycled, that is if the average person even
puts that effort. About 1.5 billions pounds of PET bottles and containers are recycled in the
United States. This is where we as a society can come together to play our part in our battle
with plastic and how much it is affecting our planet. Recycling is a process and step that we can
take in order to help our planet and our future generations. Recycling is a very simple concept,
we are using something that is no longer needed and making it into something that else that can
be used. This does not only help plastic waste from being thrown away but it helps sour landfills
and what we are throwing in there to just be decomposed over hundreds of years. Till this day
we dump more than 100 million tons of garbage into landfills. When we recycle we prevent 32%
of waste away from landfills which is 60 million tons of garbage that we don't have to just throw
sitting in the sun on our planet earth.



Plastic was once an innovation that got so many people excited but now we are starting to
realize and see the harm that this can have on our futures and our planet. I tend to find myself
constantly trying to do my part in making a change into helping this planet's battle with plastic
but I still find myself using and playing in its part due to how accustomed our world got to plastic.
Our world isn't some huge landfill, there's more to our planet than just filling it with a bunch of



garbage. And those who choose to completely deny the harmful effects that we are causing to
our planet are truly ignorant and selfish. It only takes effort when it comes to playing our part
and using alternative methods from our everyday normality. Whether it means bringing your own
reusable bags to the supermarket, using paper straws, or using flasks to reuse and refill your
water at the gym. It's time we start making a change in the way we treat our planet and this
week's lectures really opened my eyes and helped me realize that.
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PART 1:

This week's class was a very fun and interacting lecture that we were so lucky to be able to
experience! We had amazing guest speakers who taught me things that I honestly would have



Week 5 Blog

Never thought I would put so much interest in and that was zodiac signs but also recognizing
just how us humans and our actions really affect the other species around us that we really
aren't very different from. Myself being born in 1999 makes me a rabbit, now if you were to ask
me a week ago about what that meant or signified I would have no idea what to even tell you
due to Tuesdays Hox Zodiac event I now know the meaning and I was even educated on
Chinese culture. Since I am a rabbit that led me to doing even more research of my own and
going on the Hox Zodiac website to find out really interesting but also concerning facts about
rabbits. I never knew that rabbits were commonly used for testing drugs, chemicals, and medical
devices. And since rabbits are animals of very high reproduction they are heavily used in testing
of products and medication that may harm pregnancy. According to the zodiac, rabbits are one
of the most sensitive and delicate animals out of the 12 and they tend to be popular people and
looked upon as nice by others. They are also looked at as good company when in groups and
they do not enjoy arguments and rather enjoy a good peaceful time. Rabbits are also great
people to listen to others' personal problems and try to fix them which also leads to their very
cautious thinking and analyzing every single pro and con before making a decision. This event
really made me reflect and recognize the somewhat truth in these zodiac signs when I
evaluated myself and really appreciate others' culture when it comes to this. It was also very
refreshing during the Hox Zodiac event when we had practiced the breathing exercise and really
collaborated meditation with breathing and trying to focus using our body to help our breathing.
It was also very interesting to see everyone of the speakers bring and present a dish of food
even though some brought some even more interesting things such as medical practice meat
tissues and organs. Learning about everyone's zodiac sign and the meaning behind their
animals made me consider heavily the way we go on in our world to treat these 12 animals,
especially since they mean so much to another culture and people. Also learning that we now
share a common gene with these species makes you wonder why we treat our own organisms
differently than they treat us.



PART 2:

As I had stated earlier, Zodiac signs are more than just something people believe in and I've
come to learn that there is actual culture and education behind them which is why I have grown
much more respect and sympathy for the animals that take part in zodiac signs. In this course
we have gone over many different topics and discussions but what comes to my mind as soon
as I start learning and speaking about animals that are endangered is the topic of plastic we had
spoken about last week. Plastic and pollution are a serious problem in our world that affects all
sorts of wildlife and even though we may not be able to hunt who go out and kill these animals,
we can definitely do our part when it comes to tackling the issue of plastic. The Chinese zodiac
signs consist of rats, oxs, tigers, rabbits, dragons, snakes, horses, goats, monkeys, roosters,
dogs, and pigs. Although we may not be able to prove dragons are real it is no doubt the rest of
these animals are here on our planet and that they are affected by plastic. Sea life animals are
mostly affected by plastic but according to an article written by Laura Parker from National



Geographic, “plastics have been consumed by land-based animals… tigers, other large
mammals, in some cases causing death.” If large mammals such as tigers are constantly being
harmed by plastic waste around our world, what makes us think that even smaller animals such
as rabbits, rats, snakes, monkeys aren't also being affected by it? Another article written by
QuartzIndia states, India is grappling with a mammoth garbage problem.” In this article they
invite photographers from India to submit photos of wildlife being harmed by waste and plastic in
India's wildlife and we see a photo of tigers picking up plastic bags and eating them. We also
see a photograph of a snake eating another animal that was sitting inside a plastic water bottle
that was filthy for days which we know had a bad effect on the animal which then gets carried
onto the snake. Knowing how important these animals are to Chinese zodiac culture should not
be the only reason that society should take more responsibility and care in plastic waste. These
animals are nothing different from us besides their physical form and place on this earth. As we
learned we all share the one same genetic trait that created us to be what we are today. And
why should we go on with harming animals if they don't purposely go out of their way to harm
us. Not only with plastic but with the way we treat animals at farms by abusing them or injecting
them with steroids just so we are able to make it easier on ourselves to go to the markets and
buy food. In class this quarter we have learned how easy it is to use plastic and create it but we
must come together in the world to make a change and help not only ourselves but our planet
and the wildlife that we live with.
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WEEK 6 BLOG
During this week's course we were able to experience two very different types of class which
was great because it's not everyday where I am given the opportunity to explore my campus as
a class assignment. This week we were instructed to explore and visit specific sites on UCLA
campus and gain not only more information about them, but really observe them for what they
are there for. During my walk and little adventure throughout all these buildings I couldn't help to
always notice all the students that are inside the buildings and rooms who are studying. Of
course this is expected from every university but these were buildings I have never been inside
of that were meant to hold courses teaching, atmospheric sciences, oceanic sciences,
engineering, geology, and space. I am a design media arts major and my lectures mostly consist
of demonstrations on using technology or software and a lot of studio time working on my
projects but when I was in these buildings all I saw were lectures that were structured very
differently. They were much more of what you expect a college classroom to be with lectures
from a professor on a white board going over equations and students taking constant notes



trying to solve problems which is something I honestly have not experienced in a very long time
and this made me really appreciate my school and for the hard working students that i am
surrounded by daily. These buildings aren’t very differently built and designed differently than
the DESMA broad art center which is constantly displaying students work on the walls, I saw
students projects, experiments, and work all over their walls and even though I wasn't able to
exactly understand what i was reading or seeing I still saw the beauty behind all of these
projects that were displayed. From data graphs, to seismographs,  equations, technology being
built and lab photos, I truly saw the beauty behind all this work. I knew that I wanted to display
and share this with others so I had not only drawn a map of my path throughout my walk but I
had taken photos of the beauty behind all of these students' different works. I had then put them
into a collage in my software and wanted to really try and show my audience or whoever looks
at this that there truly is beauty and design in everything, even if it isn't a design media arts
major. There is beauty behind studies, math, science, graphs, and engineering and I wanted to
show off vibrant colors and shapes that all these students were discovering and displaying.



I also saw and experienced such a great path and walk during my adventure in exploring all
these buildings and departments and I really enjoyed when I had walked into the wrong building



because I was lucky enough to gain a map of our campus. This map not only showed me how
big our school is, but it really made me want to make and journal my own map while adding
sketches of interesting and beautiful projects I see along my way. I decided to follow the map
but on the back of it draw my own map and draw my own pictures. I really enjoyed seeing all the
seismographs displayed on the walls but I also really loved entering the birthplace of the
internet! I had no clue that the internet was basically created in a room that is located right
inside our school and that inspired me so much to want to do more great things at our school.
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To end this week I had downloaded the [ALIEN] Star Dust app and experienced the amazing AR
technology which not only taught me about star dust but also about these specific meteorites.
The app instructed me to point at meteorites on my screen and scan them with my phone's
camera. At the front at that point a meteorite is displayed on my phone's screen in AR
technology and I see it motion into an explosion breaking into many pieces where I am able to
see inside the meteor. I had taken screenshots of my phone during this experience because I
not only wanted to share it but because it was amazing to see how this technology worked and
how great the motion graphics behind it were. I truly do love AR and can’t wait to take my first
3D motion graphics class at this school next quarter, and to see this amazing stardust app come
to life right in front of my eyes really inspired me to want to learn this new medium of design. It
was also really great to see TC’s project where he literally did more AR technology and had us
scan his QR codes to enter these virtual worlds! I work in the EDA so I helped TC rent out all his
equipment and it was truly amazing to see him work so hard and set up his entire piece from
scratch.
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Week 7 Blog

This week's class was not only very active but it was insanely interactive which is exactly how
I love learning new content I was never exposed to before! In Tuesday's class we had gone
searching for real stardust around our campus and if I am being honest I had little to no faith in
this assignment because I just couldn't believe that our campus could potentially hold star dust.
Professor had instructed us to go with a magnet and plastic bag around school telling us that
stardust will attract to the magnet and if it wasn't then it wasn't stardust. I had gone to many
different locations during my journey but found zero luck at all but of course it's always at the
end when you're about to give up when you find success. On my walk back to the front of the
broad art center I had seen a large dirt area in front of the Fowler Museum and I decided to give
it one last shot. Little did I know how amazing and crazy the reaction of the dirt would be with
the magnet which literally followed it around every single direction I had gone. I was amazed
that I had even taken a video and some screenshots of the reaction. It truly amazed me how
strongly attracted the stardust was to the magnet and the fact that this was literally just sitting in
a dirt patch on our school's campus and to be truthfully honest, a picture doesn't do its justice.





We had also begun our first steps of fermentation and creating our very own kombucha. If I
have to be honest the scent was not the best scent and it was a bit strange to feel it and see



how many layers there really are when you tear it off layer by layer. I am currently on day 6 of
fermentation and I make sure to pop the seal open at least once a day to get the safest and best
results of my kombucha. Checking on the jar daily does give me concerns if I am doing it
correctly but it gives me hope that when I pop open the lid I still smell the tea more than I do the
foul scent which is great. It was such a great experience to be able to see for myself the process
and be able to really do it first hand. Especially after at the end when we were lucky enough to
see Ariel’s exhibit of his critique piece in the EDA to see his very beautiful and amazing piece
that was shedding light to Argentinian struggles.

Finally at the end of the week we were so fortunate and blessed enough to be given a personal
tour and lecture about UCLA’s plasma facility. During our tour we were educated about how
plasma is made and all the equipment and professionals who are doing it every single day at
UCLA. These machines were so big and crazy to be in front of especially since they were all on
and doing their work to create plasma. The entire facility was very engaging and it was great to
see how everything was working together in order to be up and running and if one piece went
wrong the entire thing went wrong. It really made me appreciate all the scientists, engineers,
and professors who are teaching and working on these machines that will help us learn more
about science and the study behind these kinds of discoveries. Just like everything else in my
life I see everyday, I love to see the beauty of design and color behind everything and I must say
the way the facility was organized, the charts, graphs, and machines it was truly a beautiful
aesthetic that it had going for itself.
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Week 8 Blog

For week 8 we were fortunate enough to be able to go and visit California’s NanoSystem
Institute which was by far one of the most informative class sessions we have had yet. I had
learned about topics that I never would have imagined. I personally always tried to avoid STEM
courses and STEM majors due to fear of complexity but this class had made me interested
instead of scared! There were times I had gotten a bit lost due to vocabulary or science but it
was still a great opportunity to experience and to be able to dive into topics I am not familiar
with. During this tour I was taught all types of things such as nanometers, quantum physics,
equipment, and different types of technology.
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One of the most memorable topics during this tour was the discussion about molecule scans.
During this discussion what stood out to me was the software that was being used in order to
gain these images of how the molecule scans look. The program was so advanced that it came
at a price of around $6,500! In my major for design media arts, software usually costs only
about $50 for licensing but the software they use is so complex that it comes at an even bigger
cost! This software is mainly used for post processing of scanning pro electron microscopy data.
These images appear to take about 1- 3 minutes to obtain, which is very interesting because so
much imagery and data is being shared to people within literally seconds.  The speaker then
went on to present to us their STM chamber which is a huge mass of metal that's used to
contain things such as a vacuum the speaker had compared. When this metal needs to be
cleaned it is done by shooting a concentrated ion beam at it. Then they heat up the top side of
the surface and remove contaminants through a process called inhaling. This allows the
damage to be settled which then leads to having atomic sitarists. The STM itself is said to be
very tiny but because there is metal in order to be surrounded it has led to a huge one being
built. This machine I had seen in the middle was literally as big as I was but its job as a machine
was truly amazing especially since it was shaped and designed very abstractly. What really
shocked me was when he showed us how much smaller the other STM was compared to the
large one we first saw when we walked in. It was amazing to know that both do that same exact
job except one of them is just more wrapped by metal.



As far as all the activities we have done in this class, what had interested me the most were
the topics we dove into. The first one was about our existence as living things on this planet and
how we are no different from other animals and organisms due to the literal same DNA that we
share. Seeing videos about how our fellow neighbors (organisms) are treated and processed in
order for us to feed ourselves was a huge wake up call to myself as far as it went when it came
to treating other living things the way I would want to be treated. Another topic that we had a
place deep to my heart was our discussion on plastic waste and just how much we use that is
literally killing our earth and fellow organisms around us. These two class sessions had taught
me how I can do my part in trying to help the living world around me whether it was recycling or
getting organic fresh food. For my final project I would love to partner up with Guo since we



share the same values in this topic about plastic waste and it helps that he is creative enough to
develop some sort of art piece that we can use to help recycle while using recycled plastics.
Plastic waste comes in all different shapes, colors and forms and I think with two creative
individuals we can easily make an art piece that is beautiful but also beneficial to the
environment. We wouldn't need to purchase anything since we would be using plastic that we
are constantly surrounded by in our days. We can potentially even visit recycling centers and
see what types of plastics we can take with us so we have a better selection of colors, shapes,
and sizes of different types of plastics we can use to create our project. We may build a
recycling bin that has a great design behind it or make some piece but the main objective here
is to use plastic waste to create it to try and speak out about plastic waste in our world.

To be able to collaborate on a project where I am able to design and use my creativity would
be truly amazing and it would motivate me even more to really build something that will make a
difference. Personally I have always been more on the digital side of design but I have created
art with my hands and to get back into it would be a great experience I can document and share
about. And having a partner to help with this experience would make it even better. I really am
excited to see where this project proposal will take me!

Citations
GrrlScientist. “Five Ways That Plastics Harm the Environment (and One Way They May Help).”
Forbes, Forbes Magazine, 10 Dec. 2021,
https://www.forbes.com/sites/grrlscientist/2018/04/23/five-ways-that-plastics-harm-the-environm
ent-and-one-way-they-may-help/?sh=6cba760067a0.

Omar Alaa Like3621 Comments, et al. “Plastic and the Suffering of the Earth.” Voices of Youth,
15 June 2019, https://www.voicesofyouth.org/blog/plastic-and-suffering-earth.

Knoblauch, Jessica A. “The Environmental Toll of Plastics.” EHN, 16 Feb. 2022,
https://www.ehn.org/plastic-environmental-impact-2501923191.html.



“Plastic Planet: How Tiny Plastic Particles Are Polluting Our Soil.” UNEP,
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/plastic-planet-how-tiny-plastic-particles-are-pollutin
g-our-soil.

Ritchie, Hannah, and Max Roser. “Plastic Pollution.” Our World in Data, 1 Sept. 2018,
https://ourworldindata.org/plastic-pollution.



WEEK 9



Throughout this course we have been lectured and exposed to many interesting topics that will
change my view on everyday things forever. From learning about topics such as plasma,
fermentation, stardust and microbiomes, one of the topics that had the biggest impact in my life
was learning about plastic waste in our world and how bad it affects not only us but all living
things around us. One of the activities that really caught my attention during this lecture about
learning about plastic waste was when we were asked to look around us and see how much
plastic we use. This moment really made me open my eyes and see just how accustomed my
life has gotten to being dependent on plastic. Even though I try my best to make initiatives to
stray away from plastic such as using a hydro flask instead of l these topics connect is quite
amazing especially since I would have never seen the real plastic water bottle I still see myself
using plastic in other areas in my life. This diagram helped me open my eyes to see what topics
really left a mark in my mind and helped me realize what we need to change in order to keep
our planet and other living things healthy. The way relevance or similarities all these topics bring
to the table. The way one of these topics is affected makes an effect on other topics we talked
about in class even though we may not realize it. The same way we learned in our very first
lecture in this class about a pencil having a huge market and providing millions of jobs and
economies is the same way plastic can affect many things in our world. With this project I want
to do something that doesn't just get rid of plastic but uses plastic to an advantage in order to
promote recycling. My partner and I have both given time to think about something on our
school's campus that is used every single day and we easily found the item, the disposable
cups that are served in the dining halls and restaurants on our campus. These cups are literally
used every single day and thrown away into piles that sometimes don't even get tossed in the
correct bin for recycling. So we thought with this unlimited supply of cups, why not build a
recycling bin out of them to not only help promote recycling them but also put them to use
instead of trying to completely get rid of them since they are going nowhere anytime soon. This
project will allow me to really create something that will promote recycling with recycling
materials. Most of the time you usually see promotion of recycling through advertisements or
photos but I feel that doesn't have as much of an effect as really seeing something being reused
especially while using recycled materials. What better way to create something than using my
creativity and passion for design to not only make it look great but building it to serve a great
purpose and use.


