
Week 1:
The lecture of the first week gave me some insights into pencils. Pencils are far more

complicated than I thought. We can't just look at the appearance of a pencil and say it's as simple
as it looks. Although the pencil looks simple, it is made up of smaller carbon allotropes. From
the video shown by the professor I learned that every time I write or draw with a pencil on the
paper, a layer of graphene is transferred from the pencil to the paper. Also, the professor showed
us how pencils are produced in the lecture. The whole process is very complicated, including
production and transportation. I am personally very impressed by the production of pencils
because I never knew about it, and I used to think it is an easy process.

I looked up on YouTube a video called "How Pencils are Made" (video
link:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqs3fxfmWr4)which allows me to understand more
about pencils. it said we need "a type of wood that's soft enough to sharpen, yet strong enough
not to bend under the writer's hand pressure". This line is enough to show that pencil making is
not simple and easy from the selection of materials. The video talks about how accurate the
wood got cut, sophisticated instruments are an integral part. Different machines are responsible
for different jobs like cutting, gluing......

I found the article "How a pencil is made" on Musgrave pencil company's website, it
introduced a very interesting idea of understanding how a pencil is made: "Think of a pencil like
a sandwich", a sandwich "made up of a single graphite core sandwiched between two slices of
wood, held together with glue". After that, the company sends the "sandwich" to different
machines to cut, shape and print.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qqs3fxfmWr4


Making the process of wood pencils(https://musgravepencil.com/blogs/news/howapencilismade)

Here is a picture of the making process of wood pencils on the Musgrave pencil company's
website.

Another article "How do they get lead in a wooden pencil?" on the website
science.HowStuffWorks claims that early pencils were constructed by "bore a hole straight down
the middle of the wood and then slide in a rod of lead." but it is not the way of today's
production. It also talks about the history of pencils. I found it interesting that pencils are actually
not made of lead. "We call it lead because the Englishmen who first discovered graphite believed
they had found the lead."

After understanding how a pencil is made, it makes me think about how graphite is made
before it goes into the middle of a pencil "sandwich". I found information on the website "artists
network". Graphite starts with a chunk shape which is a soft mineral. Then it requires a huge
rotating drum, which can "crush the graphite and clay into a fine powder".  The powder is mixed
with water for about three days, then it requires another machine to get the powder rid of water.
"Huge wheels grind the dried sludge into a fine powder, and water is blended in to make a soft
paste". Finally, push the powder through "a metal tube and come out in the shape of thin rods."

Graphite(https://www.britannica.com/science/graphite-carbon)

There is a picture of the original graphite, a soft and dark mineral. The picture is from the
website Britannica.

https://musgravepencil.com/blogs/news/howapencilismade
https://www.britannica.com/science/graphite-carbon
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I have learned how pencils work on paper. Every time we write, it is a layer of graphene paste to
paper. A pencil is not as simple as it looks. The production is very complex. And drawing with
pencil without any technological devices really lets me quiet down to feel the moment.



Week 2:
This week's lectures were very interesting, they drove us to pay really close attention to small
things like the Molecular structure of salt, carbon molecules, bees...... and we watched some
videos of how to make bread, GMO, and the way to make processed food. In this case, we can
really see the shape of the structure very detailly and closely like hexagons. What impresses me
most is that many of the structures are made up of regular patterns, like the honeybees' honey
wall, which is made up of regular hexagons. I really like the honeybees' honey walls, it is just
very beautiful to see, it looks like a very touch artwork from nature. I have never done any
research on bees and honey, I appreciate it is a thing in the world. However, I get a chance to
know more with the class.

Thus, I did some research on honey to explore more. on the website "honeybee.org", it says
"honey is made from nectar, the sugary juice that collects in the heart of the flowers." Honey
Bees suck nectar from flowers and store it in the bee's special stomach, where the bee can store
nearly its own body weight of nectar. If bees are hungry they will open "a valve in the nectar 'sac'
and a portion of the payload passes through to her" which will be converted to energy for their
own need.
(https://honeybee.org.au/education/wonderful-world-of-honey/how-bees-make-honey/)

(https://pixabay.com/illustrations/honeycomb-pattern-honey-background-2280961/)

And we call bees who go out to get nectar worker honey bees, younger bees who stay in the
home called house bees. The worker bees take the nectar back to the honeycomb, which is then
taken by the house bees "take the nectar inside the colony and pack it away in hexagon-shaped

https://honeybee.org.au/education/wonderful-world-of-honey/how-bees-make-honey/
https://pixabay.com/illustrations/honeycomb-pattern-honey-background-2280961/


beeswax honey cells". Then house bees will "turn the nectar into honey by drying it out using a
warm breeze made with their wings."
(https://theconversation.com/curious-kids-how-do-bees-make-honey-143450)

Then I found out that Honey walls actually are called honeycomb, which is a very beautiful
natural art to me. Honeycomb has the shape of many regular hexagons. Thus, I looked up online
if the human has done anything inspired by the honeycomb. "the honeycomb structures also hold
great potential in addressing major challenges in tissue engineering and regenerative medicine. It
has been very challenging and complex in the biomedical area, I found out that scientists are
using "Three-dimensional scaffold-based tissue engineering is mainly based on seeding cells on
scaffold surface, followed by inducing the cell to grow into the scaffold".
(https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/engineering/honeycomb-structures)

(https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/engineering/honeycomb-structures)

Besides scientific aspects, I also looked up artworks inspired by honeycomb. I found an art
exhibition called "Artist’s Honeycomb Sculptures Made by Bees Spark Buzz". I am impressed
that a Beijing-based artist Ren Ri creates his work with a swarm of bees. He created a series of
beeswax sculptures, and also "Ren builds wooden frames for the bees to build upon that extend
from the container’s center." Beeswax will change due to changes in temperature, ambient
humidity, and other factors. In this case, the change of beeswax keeps the sculpture itself

https://theconversation.com/curious-kids-how-do-bees-make-honey-143450
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constantly changing.
(https://news.artnet.com/art-world/artists-honeycomb-sculptures-made-by-bees-spark-buzz-5655
4)

(https://news.artnet.com/art-world/artists-honeycomb-sculptures-made-by-bees-spark-buzz-5655
4)
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Week 3:
In this week's lecture, we talked about our research on microbiology, and then we looked into

the ocean. The topic that really draws my attention is noise pollution in the ocean. I only know
the term "noise pollution" but I never understand what is noise pollution. Professor showed the
whole class a video clip that made me realize how bad it is if I live under the ocean. The noise is
very annoying, I cannot stand it for a minute. However, creatures that live under the sea are
dealing with it every second. It shocked me a lot because I love creatures that live under the sea,
I have a strong curiosity about the mystery of the sea. I hope that the ocean can always keep the
purity of nature.

I want to find out more about noise pollution in the ocean, so I did some research on it. On the
National Ocean Service page (https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/ocean-noise.html), it explains
ocean noise as "sounds made by human activities that can interfere with or obscure the ability of
marine animals to hear natural sounds in the ocean". And I learned that many creatures under the
water have to survive by "sounds", like communication with families, avoiding predators, and
locating prey...... It is really a serious impact that humans have been making on these lives.
Ocean noise pollution is changing the underwater ecosystems in a bad way.

https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/ocean-noise.html


This is a picture of different ocean noises made by humans.
(https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/science-data/ocean-noise)

I look up online to find examples. There is an example of Dolphins producing the sounds for
different purposes on the WDC page
(https://us.whales.org/whales-dolphins/how-do-dolphins-communicate/). Dolphins normally
have two kinds of sounds: "whistles" and "clicks". "Whistles" are used for communicating with
others, "clicks" are used for sensing their surroundings. Dolphins use echoes of their own sounds
"whistles" to determine their environment.

This is a picture of a dolphin receiving echoes back.
(https://www.pbs.org/odyssey/odyssey/20011207_log_transcript.html)

After that, I am very impressed by the artwork "The Art of Listening: Under Water" made by
Jana Winderen (https://arts.columbia.edu/art-listening-under-water), which will be presented by
the Columbia University School of the Arts in February 2022. It has already been displayed
during Art Basel in Miami Beach during 2019. Audiences will hear different sounds recorded in
different ocean areas, so people can actually experience the ocean noise as they are the victims,
which is like the noise aquarium professor has shown us in the class. "The composition
highlights the fragility of our ecosystems". It tells people that we are hurting the ocean
ecosystems everywhere every second, like cargo and cruise ships, industrial activities, military
sonars......
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(https://www.audemarspiguet.com/com/en/news/art/jana-winderen-the-art-of-listening-under-wat
er.html)
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Week 4:
Unfortunately, I could not join the lecture meetings this week because of my broken computer. I

just watched the recording of the lecture, and I found it very interesting about plastic and
artworks which are inspired by plastic. In the lecture, I got a chance to know a little bit of the
history of plastics, it made a huge positive influence on human life, it is cost-effective and
convenient. However, after the prevalence and misuse of plastics for the century, plastics have
caused environmental problems because plastics are always disposable. For example, people are
used to throwing away plastic bags after they are used for grocery shopping. It is really a double
edged sword.

First, I looked up online to get more knowledge of what is the resource of making plastic, on
the website "Plasticseurope"
(https://plasticseurope.org/plastics-explained/how-plastics-are-made/ ), says "plastics are derived
from natural, organic materials". Crude oil is one of the most important materials is used to
produce plastic. "The production of plastics begins with the distillation of crude oil in an oil
refinery." The process separates the crude oil into light components made with carbon and
hydrogen. One of the components is called naphtha, which is a significant source of making
plastic. Here is a picture of crude oil.

https://plasticseurope.org/plastics-explained/how-plastics-are-made/


(https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/04/global-crude-oil-outlook/)

Second, I like the artwork of Jess Irish which the professor has shown a little bit in the lecture.
Thus, I want to find more artworks that are inspired by plastic. "Blox and Bax" by Kenny Scharf
really impressed me (https://www.juxtapoz.com/news/painting/kenny-scharf-blox-and-bax/).
Kenny Scharf uses his artwork to "critique mainstream media and rampant commercialism
through his art." by using plastic materials and different layers of color. These artworks show his
"concern about the detrimental environmental effects of discarded plastic."

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2018/04/global-crude-oil-outlook/
https://www.juxtapoz.com/news/painting/kenny-scharf-blox-and-bax/


Another project "One beach Plastic"(https://www.beachplastic.com/) by Richard Lang and Judith
Selby Lan really shocked me, they have been to over 1000 yards of Kehoe Beach to collect
plastic pieces of trash from the ocean and create different plastic-made artwork with a lot of
different colors. "The viewer is often surprised that this colorful stuff is the thermoplastic junk of
our throwaway culture." These works raise awareness about the amount of plastic waste and the
pollution it causes.

The last artwork I have found is "Bounty, Pilfered" by Pam
Longobardi(https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/exhibits/gyre-the-plastic-ocean/image-gallery/bo
unty-pilfered/). Pam Longobardi emphasizes the plastic pollution in the ocean. The sculpture is a
whale's stomach full of plastic, the artwork shows the whale swallowing plastic as food but can't
digest it, the huge opening on the stomach is a reflection of humans breaking the environment
with plastics. It says the work expresses "the impact of plastic objects on the world's most remote
places and its creatures".

https://www.beachplastic.com/
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Week 5:
Part 1: The work of Hox Zodiac is very impressive. I looked up on the website again
(http://hoxzodiac.com/). I really like the idea of taking people out of the anthropocentric point of
view". People and other creatures share the same homeobox genes. Putting people interacting
with each other in a structure shares the same "emergent property of network connections”,
which reflects the biological characteristics of humans and other species that are adapted to each
other. I really appreciate the idea of exploring other species in a different but equal aspect. I
would say it allows us to see more after we break the "human point of view". While audiences sit
around the Zodiac, all of the Zodiac is designed around the center which really puts animals and
people in an equal position, the structure reflects the concept of creatures sharing the same genes
in some way.

Part 2: I have watched the recording of the class for this week, I felt impressed when I got to
understand that humans and other creatures are sharing the same genes. It makes me feel worse
about the extinction of some species. And as a Chinese person, I feel proud that the Zodiac is
popular with people all around the world as a part of Chinese culture.

The lecture made me interested in Zodiac history, I never want to know anything about Zodiac
even though I am from China. Thus, I looked up online to find some brief history about Zodiac
(https://depts.washington.edu/triolive/quest/2007/TTQ07030/history.html). It said the Zodiac
"was officially identified during the Han Dynasty [206 B.C.–9 A.D.], which was over 2000 years
ago". And "each of the 12 animals stands for a year in a 12-year cycle, a day in the 12-day cycle,
and for every two hours in a 24-hour day." I have known about it since I have watched a lot of

http://hoxzodiac.com/
https://depts.washington.edu/triolive/quest/2007/TTQ07030/history.html


ancient Chinese TV series. However, we use the numbers as everywhere else in the world, we do
not use them to count time anymore. Here is a picture showing which animal stands for which
time.

（https://www.pinterest.com/pin/581105158166533185/）

I find that interesting that people are using the Zodiac to find out a person's luck this year. From
the website
(https://www.marca.com/en/lifestyle/us-news/2021/12/27/61ca216bca4741f7268b45e4.html), we
can see how well we do in this new year. I was born in 1999, so my Zodiac sign is rabbit. It said,
"the new year will bring peace of mind to rabbits, however, the patient should be part of their
day-to-day". Such similar divination is always related to the zodiac sign. Although it cannot be
very accurate, it makes me look forward to the new year.

And also, as a person who likes to work out and do bodybuilding, I like to eat a lot of meat.
Chicken and beef are two of the best protein sources for humans. So I want to do some research
about what nutrients chicken and beef have for humans.

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/581105158166533185/
https://www.marca.com/en/lifestyle/us-news/2021/12/27/61ca216bca4741f7268b45e4.html


(https://www.beefresearch.ca/research-topic.cfm/nutritional-qualities-of-beef-47) For example,
"adding beef to a meal will increase the absorption of iron from other foods like plant-based
proteins and vegetables", and iron from beef is more easily absorbed by the human body than the
iron from other food.
(https://www.verywellfit.com/how-many-calories-in-chicken-breast-3495665) Chicken is
another source of good protein, it contains much less fat compared to beef, and "consuming
protein helps you feel full, which can help reduce food cravings and prevent overeating".

Here is my diagram which I did not post on the week 4 blog.
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Week 6:
Part 1: We had our first in-person meeting this Tuesday, the professor assigned us an interesting
activity which was walking from North campus to South campus, and we need to arrive at the
location that the professor asked us to go to, which includes places like Birthplace of the Internet
and Meteorite gallery, which I did not know their presence. Before I walked around campus
during the class, I had only been to South campus about two or three times since I did not have
class there. I was typing in the building names into Google maps. Otherwise I had no clue where
to go, I would get lost for sure. The Birthplace of the Internet impressed me a lot, it was a room
among other classrooms where students had classes all the time. It looked like a random room in
the middle of the hallway. It was very vintage inside the room. The telephone and machines
remind people of the last century. I really like the vibe of it, so I searched online for a little bit
more information, "October 29, 1969. Room 3420 at Boelter Hall on the south campus of UCLA.
A team of students led by Leonard Kleinrock, distinguished professor of computer science at the
UCLA Samueli School of Engineering, sent the first message over the Arpanet." And also, the
Meteorite gallery impressed me as well, I really had no idea the campus had a collection of
meteorites, it looked like a small museum, which is hard to see in a school. I looked it up online,
and I found out "it is the largest on the West Coast and contains over 2500 samples from about
1500 different meteorites."



I have drawn a map that shows the way I walked to get to each location and also the place that I
am interested in. For example, I went to Powell Library and Fowler museum.



Part 2: The stardust is very beautiful on the website, I am impressed by the huge collection of the
installation of the Natural History Museum. I have watched the tour video on the page, the
collection looks massive. It included meteorites found in almost every nation. I looked into the
one from China since I am Chinese. It is a "type of stony-iron meteorite with olivine crystals",
which was found in the mountains near Fukang, China in 2000.

Before I went through [Alien] Star Dust: Signal to Noise I had no idea how creatures and
material were shaped or created, it is interesting to know "every material element is
manufactured in stars through their fusion." And creatures like humans were created "from
stardust by nuclear fusion". The project is amazing, the sound was made based on "Layers of
signals from space mixing with human-made noise and melodies of various cultures", I like the
concept of pulling humans and stardust into a special relationship in this project

"Stardust is 1/10th of the width of a human hair and 70-100 tons of this extra-terrestrial falls on
earth every single day and these invisible grains hold the mystery of our cosmic roots." I never
knew the concept of stardust, I was amazed that stardust falls on this world every day.
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Week 7:
Part 1: I have no idea what plasma is before the class tour, I don't know what the word means. I
absolutely do not know anything about it. Thus, I want to do some research on plasma. I find out
that plasma is often counted as “the fourth state of matter,” along with solid, liquid, and gas. It is
"a soup of positively charged particles (ions) and negatively charged particles (electrons)".
Furthermore, much of the universe is made up of plasma, and many scientists from different
areas are intrigued by its properties. It has been used in very diverse areas which can help invent
different functions. What is important is that all matter is in the form of plasma at the



temperatures required for the goal of practical fusion energy. In this case, there are researchers
who use the plasma's properties as a gas with electronics, to confine it in a magnetic field and
heat it to temperatures hotter than the sun's core in order to explore.

The liquid heating process will lead to gas at some points. If heating a gas, then it will lead to
plasma. Plasma "is created by adding energy to a gas so that some of its electrons leave their
atoms". And "if a plasma loses heat, the ions will re-form into a gas". Plasma is usually very hot
because it needs extremely high temperatures to "break the bonds between electrons and the
nuclei of the atoms". There are some examples of plasma usage: "artificial (man-made) uses of
plasma including fluorescent light bulbs, neon signs, and plasma displays used for television or
computer screens".

About the dust, I never knew that we could use a magnet to collect dust. I search for some
interesting facts about dust. "Dust is inhaled when it’s airborne — triggering a range of allergic
and respiratory reactions", which means if dust falls on the ground, the problem will be less
serious. And "most of the dust in the atmosphere came from the Sahara desert", so if we feel dust
inside our room, it has to be a little bit of Africa.

Part 2: In the first class of the week, we made our own kombucha jar with the black tea and
Scoby offered by the professor, and everyone got the chance to feel the Scoby and tear it apart. It
was a very unique experience, I think it looked like roast turkey pieces while I saw it, but it felt
different compared to meat. Roast meat always tears easily, but the Scoby is very stretchy and
hard to break down.

In the second class of the week, we went to the UCLA plasma lab which was very impressive,
like I said before I had no idea what plasma is. Which was called "The Basic Plasma Science
Facility (BaPSF)", and it "is a US national collaborative research facility for fundamental plasma
physics, supported by the US Department of Energy and the National Science Foundation." The
lab is a very grand sight, we can see the strip space of the metal in the middle once we enter, and
through some transparent glass, you can see the active plasma inside. And there are a lot of
complex devices in the lab. However, it is still very hard to understand how lab research works,
and all the tests designed for the plasma. On the website, it explained "the purpose of BaPSF is
to provide the scientific community access to frontier-level research devices."
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Week 8:
Part 1: Unfortunately, I missed visiting California NanoSystems Institute due to illness. I would
like to do some research before I watch the recording video to better understand. Thus, I looked
upon the website. The California NanoSystems Institute is putting an effect on utilizing public
and private investment in nanoscience research, which is then transformed into
knowledge-driven commercial enterprises and trains the next generation of scientists and
engineers. Also, it is impressive,  we can see on the website that CNSI has research on cancer
and tumors, and is committed to developing new nanotechnology to further understand these
malignant lesions and achieve the purpose of treatment. There are lots of equipment in the lab
which is shown on the website as well, and some real microscopes of different sizes can be seen
in the video recording. In the video, I saw one of the Scanning Electron Microscopes is covered
in aluminum to maintain a vacuum and prevent other molecules from sticking to it. The whole
thing looks huge but the microscope is very tiny. There are also some microscopes for students
which are supposed to use for educational purposes. The whole tour is very inspiring. I am not
into this kind of high technological stuff, but it is so much fun, I wish I could be there in person.
I also checked their social media accounts. I looked up on Twitter, it really builds a good network
for the development of nanotechnology.

Part 2: Joseph and I are planning to create a trash bin with plastic as our final project. We talked
about pollution not only in the ocean but also everywhere else. Plastic is a recycling material, so
if we can use it to build a trash bin to collect trash, then it works for our environmental health in
two ways. This idea really helps us to think of pollution we have talked about in the class, and
make a good sense of protecting the environment.

Part 3: Unfortunately, I don't have a microscope to observe dust and SCOBY collected with a
magnet. It was a very interesting process to use a magnet to suck out the dust that was difficult to
collect before, and to feel the SCOBY with your hands. However, I find some observations of
SCOBY online.



This is SCOBY under a 400X magnification microscope, we can see bacterial cells and Yeast
cells.



This is SCOBY under another electron microscope.

It is very fun to see it is actually much more complex on the surface of SCOBY than what we see
with our eyes.
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Week 9:



Part 1: I have added some topics that were covered after the midterm. Instead of making a new
diagram, I added new stuff to the one that I created during midterm week. For this time, I added
nature which connects to the ocean, plasma, tree, honeycomb, and stardust because these things
are coming from the natural world. And I connect plasma and grapheme because I think they all
need very close observation and are hard to get. I connect the zodiac to the ocean because
animals remind me of oceanic animals who are suffering from pollution like noise pollution,
even though there are no animals from the zodiac that are underwater, and animals from the
zodiac also suffer more or less from humans. I have also created a "Nanosystem" which connects
to graphene, kombucha, stardust, and hexagons because microscopes are the major device to
look at these small things' structure and do research on them. I also connect GMOs with
"Nanosystem" because the technology of GMOs is happening in a very small standard.

Part 2: Final project proposal:

Plastic is a very common thing in the world, people are using it every day. If we go around the
campus, then we will see a lot of drink bottles everywhere. People usually don't pay attention to
it because it is so common in life. However, if we really pay attention to plastic trash, we will be
shocked by the amounts that everyone uses. Humans are overusing plastic. Plastic pollution is
one of the most serious environmental problems humans have to face. Looking upon the website,
there are "approximately 51 trillion microscopic pieces of plastic, weighing 269,000 tons". and
plastic lasts very long, "a plastic bottle can last for 450 years in the marine environment". I want
to know the plastic pollution to the ocean. I found out that there are "8 million pieces of plastic
pollution that find their way into our ocean daily". and there are only "79% of plastic waste is
sent to landfills or the ocean, while only 9% is recycled, and 12% gets incinerated". The situation
is serious, plastic is really hurting our environmental systems.

Thus, I want to find out more about artwork related to plastic pollution. I have looked back at
what I have done on research with the same topic. "One Beach Plastic" by Richard Lang and
Judith Selby Lan really shocked me, they have been to over 1000 yards of Kehoe Beach to
collect plastic pieces of trash from the ocean and create different plastic-made artwork with a lot
of different colors. "The viewer is often surprised that this colorful stuff is the thermoplastic junk
of our throwaway culture." I feel like this art piece really connects our concept of making
something that makes people aware of plastic pollution.



Another artwork I have looked up is "Bounty, Pilfered" by Pam Longobardi. Pam Longobardi
emphasizes the plastic pollution in the ocean. The sculpture is a whale's stomach full of plastic,
the artwork shows the whale swallowing plastic as food but can't digest it, the huge opening on
the stomach is a reflection of humans breaking the environment with plastics. It says the work
expresses "the impact of plastic objects on the world's most remote places and its creatures".



I am also inspired by the work the professor has shown us: "a 38-foot-tall sculptural whale
composed of over five tons of plastic pulled from the Pacific and Atlantic oceans." It's led by
Jason Klimoski and Lesley Chang, "who want to address how cities around the world are
creating waste in the oceans -- discarded plastic that washes up on shores and endangers and kills
marine life". It is a very impressive work, the design is amazing, it is a beautiful sculpture and at



the same time it reminds people of plastic pollution.

Joseph and I are planning to create a physical trash bin and a digital concept with the idea of
plastic as our final project. We talked about pollution not only in the ocean but also everywhere
else. Plastic is a recycling material, so if we can use it to build a trash bin to collect trash, then it
works for our environmental health in two ways. This idea really helps us to think of pollution
we have talked about in the class, and make a good sense of protecting the environment. And I
am responsible for the physical work, Joseph is responsible for the digital concept.

The material I come up with is the cups that the dining hall supplies. It is so easy to see
everywhere on campus. It has the "reduce" signs on the cups which connect our project. I am
planning to build a trash bin with these cups glued together to form a bin. It is better to use
something common to build artwork because it can create a feeling of contrast.
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