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Abstract
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Summary of proposal

Our final project will be an interactive installation that 
invites viewers to “fish” out various types of plastic 
from an imitation pool of water with a net made out of a 
plastic bag.



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, 
including icons by Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik 

Concept
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In relation to class topics

Ocean biomes, plastics, pollution, and what we can do 
to disrupt the current norm.

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


Context & 
Precedence03



Historical Precedence

● Ironically, plastics were first invented 
in 1869 to protect elephants 
○ Michael Phelan (CEO): Replacement for 

ivory billiard balls 

● John Wesley Hyatt 
○ Inventor of thermoplastic
○ Organic compound cellulose w/ nitric acid 

and sulfuric acid to make nitrocellulose 
and adding camphor extracted from green 
trees

○ Expanded to Hyatt Roller Bearing Company



● War also further developed plastic
● Rubber became inaccessible during 

WWⅡ after Japan took over 
Southeast Asia
○ Synthetic rubber
○ New forms of plastic

● Approximately 150 years later, we 
find plastics inside ocean species

Historical Precedence



❏ Polyethylene
❏ started replacing metal, wood, rubber
❏ Cheaper alternative

❏ Since 1950, 8.3 billion ton created,
6.3 billion ton trashed

❏ Where do they all go? Microplastic
❏ 35% come from washing synthetic fabrics
❏ Beach sand, seagulls, turtles, dolphins, etc.
❏ Decapods break any plastics into pieces, 

creating more microplastics

Historical Precedence



Plastic forks wrapped in plastic 
pouches, plastic containers from the 
Thai Street Food Truck, plastic lids that 
go on Coca-Cola fountain cups, Naked 
Juice served in clear plastic cups from 
The Study, plastic garbage bags filled 
to the brim, sets of plastic COVID 
testing tools in plastic wrapping…

Have any of us gone a single day without 
using some sort of single-use plastic, 
either directly or indirectly?

Contemporary Context



Single-use plastics & 
their alternatives

● Plastic forks, spoons, & knives

● Plastic cup lids

● Plastic straws

● Plastic bags

● Plastic containers

(on college campuses)

● Edible cutlery

● Paper cup lids

● Paper/bamboo straws

● Paper/ cotton bags

● Compostable containers



Project 
Proposal04 Drawings, photos, sketches



Project Proposal - Sketch



Project Proposal - Sketch (colored)



Project Proposal - Prototype



Project Proposal - Infographic Cards



Our final product is an interactive installation made with single-use plastics used and collected by 

students on and off campus.  We carefully considered our materials as we planned and 

developed this piece.  

Here is the full list of plastics  and recyclables that the installation is composed of:

- used plastic grocery bags from nearby markets

- used plastic food container from an on-campus food truck

- (some) used plastic straws from an on-campus takeout cafe

- (some) used plastic utensils (forks and knives) from an on-campus takeout cafe

- plastic bags provided by on-campus housing

- used scratch paper from the print lab

- used wrappers from utensils

As noted, we were very intentional with the materials used and did not want to produce further 

waste (as it would be counterintuitive to the concept of our project mission).  After the 

assemblage of this installation, we deconstructed it and brought many of it back for further 

usage.  We took the cards and gave it to our friends and asked them to pass it on in hopes of 

spreading awareness on the alternatives of these plastics.















Conclusion05



Disruption of the plastics industry by 
selecting sustainable alternatives.

How does living sustainably 
make a difference?



Diagrams
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by Sophie by Hannahby Serena



Bibliography



Direct References - for presentation slides

Contributor, Paper Mart. “Eco-Friendly Alternatives to Plastic Packaging for Restaurants.” Paper Mart Blog, 17 Feb. 
2022, blog.papermart.com/buyers-guide/eco-friendly-alternatives-to-plastic-packaging-for-restaurants/. 

Environmental Protection Agency. (n.d.). EPA. Retrieved March 8, 2022, from 
https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/plastics-material-specific-data 

Johnson, C. (2020, January 24). Albany, home of the first plastic: Celluloid. Hoxsie! Retrieved March 8, 2022, from 
https://hoxsie.org/2018/09/17/albany-home-of-the-first-plastic-celluloid/



Bibliography - larger research
Goldsberry, Clare.  “The Plastics Industry Is Essential to the US Economy.” Plasticstoday.com, 7 Oct. 

2020, https://www.plasticstoday.com/industry-trends/plastics-industry-essential-us-economy.

Lerner, Sharon. “How the Plastics Industry Is Fighting to Keep Polluting the World.” The Intercept, 20 July 
2019, https://theintercept.com/2019/07/20/plastics-industry-plastic-recycling/. 

Wilcox, C., Puckridge, M., Schuyler, Q.A. et al. A quantitative analysis linking sea turtle mortality and plastic 
debris ingestion. Sci Rep 8, 12536 (2018). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-018-30038-z

Zarfl, C., Fleet, D., Fries, E., Galgani, F., Gerdts, G., Hanke, G., & Matthies, M. (1970, January 1). Epic. Welcome 
to our repository EPIC. Retrieved March 8, 2022, from https://epic.awi.de/id/eprint/24543/ 


	Hannah Sophie Serena 
	Hannah Sophie Serena 2
	Hannah Sophie Serena 

