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Plastic pollution has been harming the world for a very long time. It is 

one of the most serious challenge the world has to face. Plastic 

pollution is everywhere, people are using plastic everyday every 

moment. 

Guo and Joseph are planning to use a very common object which is 

used by people everyday to create something to remind people of 

how many plastic we are using everyday. To impress people with 

their daily things and make a sense of plastic pollution to everyone 

who visit the artwork. A trash bin.
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Plastic is a very common thing in the world, people are using it every 

day. If we go around the campus, then we will see a lot of drinks 

bottles everywhere. People usually don't pay attention to it because it 

is so common in life. However, if we really pay attention to plastic 

trashes, we will be shocked by the amounts that everyone used. Human 

is overusing plastic. Plastic pollution is one of the most serious 

environmental problems human has to face. Looking upon the website, 

there are "approximately 51 trillion microscopic pieces of plastic, 

weighing 269,000 tons". and plastic last very long, "a plastic bottle can 

last for 450 years in the marine environment". I want to know the 

plastic pollution to the ocean, I find out that there are "8 million pieces 

of plastic pollution that find their way into our ocean daily". and there 

are only "79% of plastic waste is sent to landfills or the ocean, while 

only 9% is recycled, and 12% gets incinerated". The situation is serious, 

plastic is really hurting our environmental systems. The research 

reminded me of ocean pollution that we have talked during class, the 

noise pollution over the sea. However, noise pollution is not the only 

challenge the ocean needs to face, but also the plastic pollution. This 

really made us think of that creatures under the sea is really suffering 

from humans.
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"One beach Plastic" by Richard Lang and Judith Selby Lan really 

shocked me, they have been to over 1000 yards of Kehoe Beach to 

collect plastic pieces of trash from the ocean and create different 

plastic-made artwork with a lot of different colors. "The viewer is 

often surprised that this colorful stuff is the thermoplastic junk of our 

throwaway culture." I feel like this art piece really connects our 

concept of making something that aware people of plastic pollution.

CONTEXT & PRECEDENCE



Another artwork I have looked up is "Bounty, Pilfered" by Pam 

Longobardi. Pam Longobardi emphasizes the plastic pollution in the 

ocean. The sculpture is a whale's stomach full of plastic, the artwork 

shows the whale swallowing plastic as food but can't digest it, the 

huge opening on the "stomach" of the stomach is a reflection of 

humans breaking the environment with plastics. It says the work 

expresses "the impact of plastic objects on the world's most remote 

places and its creatures".

CONTEXT & PRECEDENCE



the work professor has shown us: "a 38-foot-tall sculptural whale 

composed of over five tons of plastic pulled from the Pacific and 

Atlantic oceans." It's led by Jason Klimoski and Lesley Chang, "who 

want to address how cities around the world are creating waste in 

the oceans -- discarded plastic that washes up on shores and 

endangers and kills marine life". It is a very impressive work, the 

design is amazing, it is a beautiful sculpture at the same time it 

reminds people of plastic pollution.

CONTEXT & PRECEDENCE



Joseph and Guo Chen are planning to create a physical trash bin and a digital concept with the idea of plastic as 

our final project. We talked about pollution not only the pollution in the ocean but also everywhere else. 

Plastic is a recycling material, so if we can use it to build a trash bin to collect trash, then it works for our 

environmental health in two ways. This idea really helps us to think of pollution we have talked about in the 

class, and make a good sense of protecting the environment. And Guo is responsible for the physical work, 

Joseph is responsible for the digital concept. 

PROJECT PROPOSAL



The material we come up with is the cups that the dining hall supplies. It is so easy to see everywhere 

on campus. It has the "reduce" signs on the cups which connects our project. We are planning to build 

a trash bin with these cups glued together to form a bin. It is better to use something common to build 

artwork because it can create a feeling of contrast.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion after all of this research we have decided to go in the direction of building our own trash 

can out of the cups that are used by students in the dining halls.  This does not only give us a infinite 

amount of supplies but it also comes at free of cost to us t be able to produce this project. Since we 

were inspired by many different artist pieces using plastic as a median we also wanted to incorporate 

that into our project but at the same time have it produce a good cause. With creating this recycling 

bin out of the cups we darent only given the opportunity to create art but we are also showing 

students how much of these cups we use and that we have built a resource that could gather more 

recyclable materials to recycle. We also want to incorporate a digital design aspect to this project 

whether it being photos that can be displayed and edited, a video of the project or maybe even 

incorporating QR codes.. 



I have added some topics that were covered after the midterm, instead of making a new diagram, I 

added new stuff to the one that I created during midterm week. For this time, I added nature which 

connects to the ocean, plasma, tree, honeycomb, and stardust because these things are coming from 

the natural world. And I connect plasma and grapheme because I think they all need very closer 

observation and are hard to get. I connect the zodiac to the ocean because animals remind me of 

oceanic animals who are suffering pollution like noise pollution, even there are no animals from the 

zodiac that is from underwater, and animals from the zodiac also suffer more or less from humans. I 

have also created a "Nanosystem" which connects to grapheme, kombucha, stardust, and hexagons 

because microscopes are the major device to look at these small things' structure and do research on 

them. I also connect GMOs with "Nanosystem" because the technology of GMOs is happening in a very 

small standard.

Guo Chen DIAGRAM



Joseph DIAGRAM

● This diagram greatly represents why we 

chose the direction we went in our 

project and also what really stuck out to 

me during this course

● I decided to add some of my own design 

mechanisms and enlarge topics that we 

had discussed this quarter at the top 

● The smaller the text size is in the 

bottom doesn't mean they meant 

nothing to me, they just didn't have as 

big as an impact as the other topics

● These topics all played a huge part in my 

incredible experience in this class and 

this is a great way of being able to show 

all the amazing topics we were lucky 

enough to learn and discuss

● We aren't the only living things in this 

planet and that's what really made me 

remember topics form this class that 

made me want to do my part in treating 

our planet better
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